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From the Christian Observer. 





We have often had occasion to 
remark, that persons whom no can- 
did man would term irreligious, are 
strangely wanting in applving to 
the events recorded in history, or 
to the passing occurrences of life, 
those infallible principles, and rules 
of judgment and opinion, which 
are furnished by the word ef God, 
Our most celebrated historians, (we 
speak not of avowed sceptics, but 
of such as profess their belief in 
the Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
tures,) appear for the most part 
unmindfal, to say the least, of the 
principles and precepts of our holy 
religion, in their remarks on the 
events which they relafe, or on the 
characters and actions they are re- 
COrdinie, 


In order to prove the treth of} 


this observation, let any one con. 
pare the hisforical labours of some 
Christian with those of some Pagan 
writer, and he will, in vain, attempt 
to discover in the former, the tra- 
ces of that more clear religious 
light with which we have been fa- 
voured, or even of that higher and 
purer standard of morals, which 
Christianity has introduced.—Even 
the reverend historian, who, in his 
discourses from the pulpit, insists 


on the superior excellence of the 
Evangelical precepts, and enforces 
their universal acceptation and ob- 
servance, throws off his gown, as it 
were, When he enters his library, 
and having descended from his 
‘igher moral level into common life, 
adopts the ordinary judgments, 
maxims, sentiments, and prejudices, 
which passed current among the 
nen of the world of former times, 
and which those of our day sanction 
in the club room, or imbibe and ap- 
prove at the theatre This errone- 
ous habit of thinking and judging 
concerning life and condact, 1s in- 
fused into our youth by our school- 
boy reading, it is confirmed by the 
early study of history, it is streng» 
thened and inflamed by our polcti- 
eal. and rather cherished than re- 
pressed even by our pnilosophical 
pamuphleteers; above all, if receives 
its constant and habitual aliment 
from aur various periedical publi. 
frations, and trom the never. ceasing 
labours of another class of writers,, 
whose works, more voluminous al. 
least, if not more lasting, than those 
of any other description, form the 
chief study of manv a modern rea.- 
der. We mean the writers of news. 
papers. 

ft may not be amiss, however, to 
expl:in a little mere particularly, 
ihe nature of the evil on which we 
are animadverting. Our Christian 





readers will probably thereby attain 
toa hither and more just sense of 

















570 From Law's Serious Call, 


its magnitude and malignity. The| Let us assign their due merit to 
eharge then is summarily this—jhuman instruments, Lef us ac- 
That God is left out of his ow: \|knowledge the value of their labours 
world. In tracing the course ot nae sacrifices? Let us gratefully 
human affairs, and | reciting the va-!comme:morate their services, and 
ried vicissitudes of nations, the liberally reward them—but let the 
Supreme Disposer of all human |Christian Observer look bey ond the 
events seems to be forgotten. Wejimmed: aie agent, and pay the tri- 
are seldom or never led beyond se-|bute of his praises to that Being, 

cond causes.—Have the arms of alwho is the ultimate giver of all 
nation been crowned with success. good, and who, when he means 
or has defeat and disgrace attended kindness to a nation, raises up fit 
them? We read ae of the ta instruments to be the dispensers of 


lents and resources of her com “his blessings. 
manders on the one irae or on the, 


' When public men, on the other 
other of their weakness and inca- 


(hand, throngh imcapacity or trea- 
acity; of the spirit and bravery, chery, involve their country in difli- 
le ys geen sisealepaneel culties and misfortunes, while we 
dice of ber peop e—Has any coun. ‘condemn, or, if it be needful, while 
try flourished in peace, and become | 'we join in punishing, those who 
by a gradual course of improve: Ihave abused the trust reposed in 
nent, wealthy. populous, and hap-| ‘them. Jet us not step here—Let us 
py a home, and prosperees, untied.) cog the chastising hand of that So- 
le 1? X - ae > 

-_ ne conan ° We fin vereign Administrator of rewards 
engi _——- "anal worn pasa ind punishments, who correc’s & 
ol re WISdOMm aba Spit 0 loot ‘ . 

framers of her constitution, and of peeor i py Biving = r ee ~ 
* saul e her | 9 hands of weak or wicked ministers, 
ad es a in or ardent oe or by frustrating the schemes, and 
iis admiration of that sagacity ant confounding the efforts of the wise 
vigilance in her gov ernors, 


bY ‘and well late utioned. We shall be- 
which they discovered and drew) gi. expert in the process, if we 
J Ye vy 


| 
forth her latent: powers and resour- may so term it, of taking such 
ces: warm in commending the fos-| views, and forming such opinions 
tering care with which they CHE-lan fife and conduct, as true piety 
rished her infant institutions, and) ind sound religion would dictate, 
as the occasions might require, ori- iby a diligent and frequent perusal 
ginated or sec onded, quickened or lof the Word of God, and especially 
restrained the efforts of her indus- 


\the historical parts of it. and by 
try, and the ardour of her people. 


: aoe accustoming ourselves habitually to 
But no mention is made of mim who lthink and judge through this scrip- 


awardeth at his pie asure, prosperity aaeieal median, 
or misfortune, victory or defeat; who! 
when he looks with favour on a na-| oi 

: . aa | From Law’s Sericus Call 

tion, blesses her councils with wis- ' Free S eT Oe CAN 
dom, and her arms with victorys;; We readily acknowledge, that 
and when a people has incurred his;God alone is to be the rule and mea- 


displeasure, delivers them over to'sure of our prayers. Now Iet any 
defeat in war; or in peace, to fac tion one find out the reason, Why he 


and anarchy. or to corruption, to jshould be thus pious in his prayers, 
slavery, and ruin. ‘and he will find as strong a reason, 























Serious Lrutics. 


to be thus strictly pious in all the 
other parts of his life. As sure as 
there is any wisdom in praying foi 
the Spivit of God, so sure is it tha: 
we are to make that spirit the rule 
of all our actions. We can no mor 
be said to live unto God, unless w: 
live unto Him in allour ordinars 
actions, than we can be said to pray 
unto God, unless our prayers look 
wholly unte Hi. 

[t is for waut of knowing, or at 
least ‘of considering this, that we 
see such a mixture of ridicule in 
the lives of many people. They 


are strict as.to times and places of) 


Bat when the service of 
is over, they are like 
those, that seldom or never come 
there. In their way of life, their 
manner of spending their tine or 
money, in their pleasures, and in- 
dulgencies, and diversions, they are 
like the vest of the world. "This. 
makes the loose part of the world 
generally make a jest of those that 
are devout, because they see their 
devotion goes no further than their! 
prayers, ‘but they live by the Same 
humour and fancy, and in as fall an 
enjoyment of all the follies of the 
world, as other people. hey are 
the companions of the silliest people 
in their most silly pleasures, are 
ready for every impertinent enter- 
tainment and diversion; there 1s no 
amusement too trifling to please | 
them; they give themselves up to an_ 
idle gossipping conversation. ‘They 
live in foolish friendships for parti- 
cular persons, that deserve not any 
particular kindness. They never 
put their conversation, their time or | 


devotion, 
the church 


fortune, under the rules of religio: 1. | 


He that lives in such a course, lives | vice.”’ 
no more according to the religion of 
Jesus Christ, thinn he that lives in 
debauchery and intemperance, 

If our common life is not a com- 
mon course of humility, self-denial, 





ay i 


enunciation of the world, poverty 
of spirit, and heavenly affection, 
-e do not live the lile of christians. 
Fis alone is christianity; yet there 
is little or nothing of this to be 
found even among the better sort of 
people, You see them often at 
churchs but lock into their lives, and 
you see them just the same sort of 
people. that others are. They have 
the same taste of the world, the 
same worldly cares, fears and joys, 
they have the same turn of mindy 
are equally vain in their desires, 
You sec the same vanity in dress, 
the same self-love, and indulgence, 
the same foolish friendships and 
groundless hatreds; the same le- 
vity of mind and trifling spirits; 
tue Same idle dispositions and vain 
ways of spending their time im vi- 
siting and conversation, as im the 
vest of the world, that make no pre- 
tences to religion. 


Serious Truths. 

If works are to be made, even 
though through Christ, the stipula- 
‘ted price of our salvation, then the 
‘consequence is almost inevitable, 
reason as we will, that each person 
will settle in his own mind, just what 
is suflicient to serve the turn, and 
‘that he will pay, and no more. 
‘Hence all the strange inconsisten- 
icies of each day’s dissipation, and 
sabbath solemnities, parsimonious 
char ilics and extravagant _ plea- 
sures; the honest hand, but covetous 
‘heart; in fact, the name of Christ, 
‘with the nature of the world, all 
which are but too open to daily ob- 

servation. The “dwarfish virtue” 
is to be set off against “the gigantic 
Conscience is to meet with 
its fair demands on one side, and 
the world, on the other, with its ne- 
cessary claims. 

Perhaps one of the most material 











causes of this—one connected with 
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all other causes, and which lies the 
decpest, but operates the most for- 
cibly. at the root of all human ac- 
fions—is a secret and lurking infi- 
delity, which more or less may be 
considered at once as the crime and 
the cause of human nature; as it is 
most directly opposed to that «pre. 
Cious faith’? which is the peculiar 
gift of true christianity, and delinea- 
ted by an apostle as «the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen’? We acknow- 


_kedge the system of the gospel to be! 


excellent; we confess the force o: 
its evidence; we allow the impor 
tance of its precepts; we commend 
t;she reasonableness of its doctrines; 
ive are aware of the urgency of its 
sanctions, the warmth of its exhor- 
dations, and the spiendour of its 
humerous examples and ceoniessions 
to the truth. 





Serious Truths. 


the conduct of the vast mass of man- 
kind, their defectiveness of princi- 
ple, their instability of purpose, 
their irregularity of plan, their in- 
consistency of practice. 

‘In this happy land of civil and 
religious liberty, the poorest of 
us may be in possession by the doc- 
trines of our holy religion, of the 
title deeds of our everlasting inhe- 
ritance, and J] contess that we are 
net shy upon proper and even some. 
‘times upon doubtful occasions, to 





‘display these title deeds. We talk 


for them, we write for them, we 
isquabble, we fight, we hate, and 
calumniate our f How creatures, for 
‘their sake, but we lock up, and suf- 
fer to rust, all that ready coin of 
religious afiluence; all the gold, sil- 
‘ver, and jewels of christian virtue, 
which may be drawn trom the same 





We acknowledge, wei divine source, as if it were not those 


Countess, we allow. we commend, we! that alone give value to the property 


are awed. but we are not convinced, 
A secret hesitation and doubt. 
scarce breathed even to our own 
heart, detains the mind from yield- 


ing a full assent to truths, which if) 


they really are truths, it must be 


the height of madness to negleci, or! 


not ake of first pnportance. ‘Phe 
reversion of eternity can enly be a 
moment’s comparison with the pos- 
session of time, or supposition of 
an uncertainty in the mere distant 
prospect, And this uncertainty. 
once admitted, operates with fatal 
energy to invalidate the force of 
warnings, exhortations, promises 
and threats, till there is no strength 
Jeftin them. ‘To these, we fear too 
common, the concealed reasons of a 
F’se snd scepti al philosophy, if we 
ad: che contented ignorance of too 
many, their self-satished thoughi- 
fessucss, their heart deceiving de. 
lays, and endless procrastination-. 
we shall find, under sich tifluen: «, 
a suilicient mode of accounting for 


for which we so nobly centend.” 
“We will not bave recourse to 
our true riches; and ou: Counters 
‘are tound to be va.ueless. at the 
very moment when they are most 
iwanted. Hence we have passi-nate 
christians! selfish christians! proud 
christians! revengefal christiaus! not 
passionate, selfish, proud, revenge- 
ful, mn degree only, and as the dregs 
of that original tatnt from) which 
iwe are making it the business of life 
to purify ourselves; but passionate, 
selfish. proud, revengeful upon prin- 
iciple—as the instruments with which 
we conduct our worldly affairs—as 
having a proper sense of our own 
dignity. But while we have thus 
one kind of religion for the purpo- 
ses of the world, and another by 
which we can alone hope to attaiu 
the blessings of Heaven, whet be- 
comes of that habit of mind, on 
wich the possibilty of tasting 








‘hese blessings must wholly depend? 
Is death a dramatical process? —the 
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A Death. Bed Scene. 378 


real philosophers stone which is to(scriptures in this manner without 
turn all our lead to gold?) Alas! as}any other commentary or exposi- 
the tree falls so must it lie) Vhejuon than what the different parts 
proud in heart shall not see God!) ol the sacred volume mutually fur- 
Humility is not only the foundation | uish foreach other.  L will not scru- 
of all christian virtue. it. is neces-! ple to assert that the most illiterate 
sary to the enjoyment of Hf raven! chrsitian, if he can but read his 
itsel’ Pride is th only evil dispo-| English Bible, and will take the 
sition of the mind, that) for any) pains to read in this manner, will 
thing we know to the contrary can! vot only attain all that practical 
find its excitements in H ‘aven—| Knowledge, which is necessary to 
pride can taint the angelic natures, his salvation, but. by God’s blessing, 
and the forfeiture of Heaven has) le will become tearned in’ every 





been the price of iis indulgence! 
Lay aside all the sophistry of 
sentiment. all the jargon of fashion. 
and let it be soinething more than 
bad taste’? to break the commands 
of your Creator. Let your calcu- 
jation extend its views bevond the 
int: vests of this world, and become 
obedient to the will of God. Pride 


however qualified. bowever disguie| 


sed, by the honourable epithets which 
the world, may think fit) to bestow 
upon it is with the Christian, the 


Ethiope that no washing can make! 


white. 


On the proper Hethod of Reading the 
Scriptures. 

It should be a rale with every one 
who would reac the Holy Scriptures 
With advantage and improvement, 
te compare every text which may 
seem important for the doctrine it 
may contain, or remarkable for the 
turn of the expression, with the 


. a} 
parallel passages in other parts of 


holy writ; that is, with the passages 
in Which the subject matter is the 
same, the sense equivalent, or the 
turn of expression similar. ‘These 


parallel passages are easily found| 


by the marginal references in the 
bibles of the larger form. It is in- 
credible, to any one who has not in 
some degree made the experiment, 
what proficiency may be made in 
that knowledge which maketh wise 


thing relating to his religion, in 
such degree, that he will not be li- 
vable to be unsied, either by the re- 
Mined arguments, or by the false as- 
|sertions, of those Who endeavour to 
jingralt ther own opinton upon the 
oracles of God. Let him siudy the 
Bible in the manner | recommend, 
and fet him never cease to pray for 
the iumination of that Spirit, by 
iwhich these books were dictated, 
and the whole compass of abstruse 
philosophy, and recondite history, 
shall furnisi no argument, with 
which the pet verse will of nian shall 
be able to shake this learned chris- 
tians faith. The Bible thus stu- 
idied, will indeed prove to be, what 
We protestants esteem if, a certain 
and sufficient rule of faith and prac- 
tice, a helmet of salvation, which 








the wicked. 
| Bisnor Horsiry. 
4 Death-Bed Scene. 

eWhat a different scene,” said 
Mr. Thompson, “is this from that 
|which T have just left! I stood in 
need of this, to sooth my mind after 
the shock it has received.” JT asked 
‘him to what event he alluded, when 
ihe spoke of the shock his feelings 
had just received. «It is an event,” 











replied he, «swhich carries with it, 
an awful and impressive lesson. I 





unto salvation, by studying the 


fam just come from witnessing the 


alone may guench the fery darts of 
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37 A Death-Bed Scene. 


last moments of Robert S——, that|penitently wicked, who refuse to 
unhappy young man, whose con-jaccept of the terms offered them in 
duct, at the funeral of Mary C——,|the gospel, but there is a Heaven of 
afforded so striking a proof of the! eternal glory in reserve for’’—«Hea- 
disorder of «a gnilty conscience, and{ven, interrupted he in a_ voice of 
the just retribution of Providence.” horror, talk not to me of Heaven if 
“PF wish you woald favour us with} vou would not drive me mad. 
the particulars of his death,’? said T,; What has so black a sen of perditi- 
‘they may be useful tous all, Didjonto do with Heaven? 1, who have 
he make confessions of his gult,|/blasphemed my Saviour, and laugh- 
and shew any signs of penitence?’ led at his” sufferings? No, no! I 
“Full confession he certainly made’? | have renounced all hopes of salva- 
said Mir. Ts but f dare not say that tion. and my only wish is to fall 
he died in a state of penitence, une; into nothing, and be as if [had ne- 
less the tortures of a gutity con [ver had bere, Pray for me, Sirs 
science, and the forebodings of eter- ‘that when UL die, [may die for ever. 
nal perdition, be ai praeft of pent. But ne! Thave been talking of im. 
tence.” «Bat you say,” observed a I have combed the 
J. that be died with the fear ofiblood of the covenant an unholy 
hell before bis eyes; how did this| thing. [have despised the means 
happen? for be see. cd to be an har-jof grace, and cannot now pray for 
dened unbeliever.2?) &fie tried to| myself. God will no longer hear 
convince fimsely that he was se, ny prayers, and even ‘gies Sil’, 








os | 
i 
answered Mr. “Poompson. esbut cannot now avail me, My day of 
soon found it wereld not do. At grace is past, and oon remains 


i) 
! 


first he was resolute to Cie, as he/ for me nothing but a fearful looking 


| 


had Jived. denying God, and blas- for of judement, and fiery indig- 
pheming | bis Saviour: and with this nation’? + Pake care Robert” said 
view he obstinately refused to con-/ 1. «lest you abuse the mercy ot 
verse with me. or even to see me. God, and think too lightly of the 
But conviction flashed on his mind, sufferings of Christ, as if they were 
in spite of all his nner fo stile if,/nol sulicient for the redemption of 
and his terrors became at last so in the ereatest sinners, Let me pray 
tolerable, that his fat her came to) with yeu before we proceed any fur- 

equest LT would pay him another) ther, perhaps this exercise may be 
visit, and try to allay thein. To wasithe means of calming your mind, 
not slow to profit by the invitation,| and of enabling you to seek the 
and when I entered the room = ini ‘consolat3 ions of religion.’ As | 
which he laid, LT foend lisa groan praye ‘d, I ciserved him to be ereat- 
ing deeply, and tossing about hisily agitated, and saw that Twas only 
bed inall the agontes of despair. ating fuel to the tormenting flame, 
As soon as he saw me. he cried out.; before in his breast. When Dcon- 
eDo not come near to add tomy cchut led, he uttered a heavy groan, 
tortures; my punishment is alreads and exclaimed, ‘spray no more for 
ereater than To can bear. Ef you me—waste not these holy words on 
cannot prove that there is no hellia devil. Every word you speak 
beyond the grave, you can do my jadds enly to my torments. How 
no good, and you had better be si- | can [ join in prayer, when T have 
lent.” “«f dare not deny,” replied denied my Saviour, when [T have 
I, «that there is a liell for the im-:profaned that holy name; through 
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4 Death-Bed Scene. 375 


which alone my prayers could be}sence, had not ventured to appear 
heard? My only portion is weep-|ii the room = for the last twelve 
ing, wailing. and gnashing of teeth,|hours, but had been listening with 
for ever.’ «This despair,”’ said I.Jan agony little short of distraction, 
«is an insult to the mercy of God, | to the curses which in the ravings 
you have committed most ‘enormous ot despair, were uttered against 
sins, no doubt. but you must not add | him. At leagth, when his sen was 
to them by setting limits to the merc \ Ie ‘$5 outrageous, he came cautiously 
of Him who has sworn by himse ity) for ward, and prompted by the fecl- 
as I live, saith the Lord. I would ings of a a ashen ty take another 
not the death of a sinner, but would! look of th: t pale and haggard face, 
rather that he should turn from his! which h: “ “formerly been his pride 
wickedness and Jive. You must not)and joy, but which now “spoke 
continue to despise that Redee mer! daggers to lis heart.’ «Take him 
who came to seek and to save th allaway vy. take him away,” exclaimed 
which was lost.”? ««Lost indeed, said! the son, in a voice that made me 
he, forever. Laman hardened repro-; trembles; “he has damned my soul 
bate. My heart is a heart of stone. for ever—hell opens when Lsee tims 
it will not melt, itis ripe for daw-! take him away, and let him not tor- 
nation. O, it isa fearful thing: to) ment me before my tune.” «O my 
fall into the hands of the living! poor boy.’ cried the wretched fa- 


God. Who can dwell with ever-|ther, «do net break my heart; if 


t 
lasting burnings? Tfow often have| you are beyond the reach of mercy, 
} lanshe ‘d at these words, and called) what will become ef me that am the 
them nonsense. But now. how aw icanse of all your sins? Will not 
ful, _ horrible they sound in ins; God require your blood at my hands? 
‘ars! Nothing now is se proper for! And I deserve it. [ was never 
ye, as some curse. to send me at careful to teach you that there was 
once beyond the reach and the hopela God. orto believe and trust in 
of mercy.’ Here he paused for aiyour Saviour. QO if LE could dic for 
while, then looking towards the fire. you.’ The nuserable old man 
he said «QO that Twas to lie and) was now ferced oyt of the room, and 
broil upon that fire, for a thousand retired uttering the most  pitiable 
vears, to purchase the favour of exclamations of remorse and des- 
Giod, and to be reconciled to Himipair. It was vain for me any lon- 
again! But vain. vain wish! Mil-| ger to interfere, + T found that [was 


liens of years will bring me nolonty speaking to the winds. and 





nearer to the end of my torments therefore Jeft him in the hands of 


than one single hour, O eternity, ithe surgeon. if did not see him 
eternity! who can find out the abyssjagain, till this morning, and on en- 
of eternity! iquivy wes told, that his expressions 

The unhappy wretch bitterly ac- |\ eve still more full of horror and 
cused his father as the cause of bisidespair thanever. IT went to his 
crimes, and of his miserable end, bedside aud asked him how he did. 
by the entire neglect of his religious, He replied, «damned and lost for 
education. F never yt Witnessed ever; the worm that never dies, 1s 
a more awful and affec ng lesson to! ‘now gnawing at my heart. O, that 
parents, than was displ re ved on that] there was no God, for Lam beyond 
occasion, Old S- . finding that|the reach of his mercy. I en- 
his son could not endare his pre-'treated him not to gtve way t» 
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376 Kirwaws Serious. 


such thoughts; for he was still alive 


Fram Kirwan's Sermons. 


and in the land of hope, and Go| Nothing is usually omitted that 
! 
j 
; 


onty Knew whether there vet wa 
mercy for him. 
ed be, what hone can there be for 
an unvepenting sinner. And now 
it 1s too tate to tiink of repenting. 
The hour is at hand, which is to 
rank me among the devils in heil. 
Oliow awful a thing it is to he 
Without Golin the world. without 2 
Saviour, without peace, without 
hope.” Believing him to be dying. 
I began to pray. ‘Te turned away 


his face, and made what noise he! 


couid to hinder himself from hear- 
Ing. Observing this, [ eave over 
As soon as he could speak. he said, 
«Tigers and nonsters! are vou also 
become devils to torment me. an 
make me think of heaven, that the 
fire of bell mav burn the Georeer?”’ 


‘Hope.’ exclaim- | 


an fit the youth of both sexes, to 
Hav a part in the world, the one to 
lind by their taleats; the other to 
rinainph in the wretched circles of 
vanity. But a deep and indelible 
sense of taeir daty. a fixed horvor 
f vice, and noble disdain of folly, 
where is the parent who tiinks suf- 
ficiently of inspiring? But admit 
ling that some pains are empeoyed 
on this head, of what use can they 
ve, if from their infrequency and 
augour they are considered by cil 
dren rather as adebt: p-td to cus- 
tom and routine, than any thing of 
serious and awful necessity? How 
shall a superficial tincture of relt- 
gion and virtue hold against the 
rising passions of youth? No, when 
‘the season of theiv burricane comes, 


} 
i 
' 
! 








eft is our desire of your happiness.” what lies merely on the surface of 
replied TP, «that makes us apply tothe heart, will be torn up and swept 
the (arone of grace. Ff God denvlaway, like chalf before the winds. 
assistance, who else can give if? If) Nos if impressions penetrate not to 
the blood of Jesus does not washithe very bottom of the soul. are not 
away our sins, where can the sin-/united with our very being, never 
ner gor”? «f) that is the cause of" shall man resist for any time, the 
iny terrors,” cried he, «fod is he-| power of the enemy within, or of 
come my esemy and there is none ithe world without; besides, of what 
strong enough to deliver me out of use are instructions, even assiduous- 


hishand. Phad the ofer of salvation, 
but this only adds to my torments. 
for [ have crucified my Saviour 


ly and fervently conveyed, without 
inceasing vigilance to cat off all 
danger of corruption? Remember 





afresh, and brought him to open|the fate of the unfortunate Dinah, 
shame, O that Christ bad neverj»-who went out without being accom- 
died, or that T could %  ffere panied.”? But who, at this day, 
his voice failed him again, and he! makes it a rule never to admit their 
began to struggle and gasp for breath. |children to improper intercourse. 
At last, with a groan the most} ft will easily, [ believe, be admitted, 
dreadful and horrid, he cried out.jthat the world possesses the secret 
“«Q the insufferable pangs of hell.jof making perfect proselytes to 
and damnation” and then—expired! | vice, without giving any direct les- 
T hastened out of the house as fast!sons on the subject. 
as L could, shuddering with horror.| TL would remind parents how infi- 
nite are the qualities necessary to 
What a lesson to parents! What! <:cceed, in bringing the understand- 
a lesson to these who would trust to} .¢ and the hearts of children to 
a death bed repentance! ‘the Knowledge and love of virtues 
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What prevents men from coming to Christ. 87 


There should be tenderness to en- 
gage their affections, gravity to 
draw their respect, authority to hold 
them in submission; mildness that 
knows how to forgive; firmness that 
can repress; deep attention to dis- 
cover their ruling passions; atten. 
tion, if possible, still more deep, to 
counteract them; in fine, almost as 
many forms of proceeding as there 
are children to educates for as every 


plant requires not the same kind of 


culiare, so what would be useful in 
forming the mind of one child, 
would be dangerous, or even fatal 
in forming that of another. But 
where are the parents who thus acts 
Sach a tax on their time and atten- 


tion is incompatible with a life of 


indolence, or of business, of play or 
pleasure; of tranquility and repose. 
What is the consequence? Why, in 
the little they may do to forward 
this great work, they fall into a 
thousand errors, being directed more 
by humour than by suund and seri 
ous reflection. 

Some are even brutal to excess in 
the treatment of their children; con- 
verting an occupation in which 
tenderness and insinuation should 
take the lead, into a system of 
downright persecution. When calied 
on to reprehend, they do itin words 
of wormwood and gall. Their fa- 
milies are the region of eternal tem- 
nests, where nothing is heard but 
the moans of the oppressed, and the 
bellow of the tyrant. 


There may be, however, and often 
is, in the conduct of parents, a ce- 
fect of a nature the very opposite. 
Dreadful are the consequences ot! 
that blind affection, which will not 
see and labour to correct faults Ina 
child, and suffer all the untoward 
propensities of his nature to grow 
up and strengthen, from the tear oi 
afflicting by control. 


It is not uncommon to see such 
spoiled children, treating even their 
too indulgent parents with insolence 
and disrespect, starting into ungo- 
vernable sallies of rage at the slight- 
est opposition to their will, and ab- 
solute pests, not only in their own 

amilies, but wherever they are ad- 
mitted, 

Great God, with what justice 
shall such children at the close of 
an unhappy life, descending, per- 
haps, into the grave, covered with 
abominations, and despairing of fu- 
turity. pour burning curses on the 
head of those, who might have pre- 
vented so dreadful a catastrophe, by 
loving them, as they ought to lave 
loved. 

Nothing should stand between us 
and this most sacred duty which we 
owe to our children, It was the 
oblivion of it, that drew down the 
vengeance of God on the head of 
Heli, and his whole family, They 
perished in one hour, nor can we 
forget, that David, by OV erlooking,. 
‘from mistaken affection, the first 
‘crime of his son Absalom, soon 


‘tound him an usurper, and wanting 





{ . e 
‘nothing but the eccasion to become 


a parricide! 


| What prevents men from coming to Christ. 


| Our Saviour himself has assigned 
ithe reason. He says to the Jews, 
iwho did not receive and welcome 
iim, as the Christ, «ye will not 
come to me, that ye may have life.’ 
\They did not come to Christ for 
life; and why? Because they were 
‘not able to come? No; but because 
ithey were not willing, Here is the 
veal inability. the true reason which 
prevents them from coming to Him. 
They have no inclination to come. 
They would not; and with this view 
ihe seriptures uniformly agree. 





They represent throughoui a witling 
mind, a5 the one grand and indis- 
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378 From the Christian Observer. 


pensible requisite for embracing the 
gospel. And whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely.” 
«sChoose you this day whom you will 
serve.”” In fact, the will is a man’s 
self, and consequently. till he be 
willing to come to Christ, he cannot 
really come to Him. ‘True conver- 
sion is the turning of the will to 
God; and till this be done, nothing 
else, however fair and promising its 
appearance may be, will really avail. 
The understanding may be enlight 
ened, the conscience may be alarm- 
ed, the judgment may be convinced, 
but if the will be not changed and 
turned, there is, there can be, no 
true religion in the heart. Let us 
then look into our own hearts, Our 
understanding may have been en- 
lightened, our eyes may have been 
opened, our conscience may have 
been awakened; we may have felt. 
some fears for our soul, 
hension of our guilt and danger | 
may have alarmed us. Nay. like Fe 
lix, we may have strembled,” at. 


the thoughts of a judgment to einen. | 


With Agrippa, we may have felt 
the force of divine truth, and may 


‘have been almost persuaded to be 


christians. But with all this en- 
lightening in our understanding, and 
alarm in our conscience, and con- 
viction in our judgment, is our wiil 
also turned? Do we heartily assent 
to the terms of the gospel? Have we 
cordialy embraced them? 


Christ that we may have life? 
we do not come to Him, we have 

seen what itis that prevents us— 
we will not come. And whence does 
this unwillingness arise? It arises 
from the natural enmity of the heart 
to God, from our dislike to the holy 
and humbling commands of the gos- 
pel. We have some idol in our 


heart, which however little we 











suspect it, will not let us cordially 
embrace the gospel. ‘There is some 
favourite indulgence, some beloved 
lust, some besetting sin, with which 
we are not willing to part, and 
which a sincere consent to the gas- 
pel would compel us to renounce. 
Hence arises our unwillingness to 
come to Christ. Let us search the 
matter te the bottom, and we sball 
and it so. 

Until we come to Him, until we 
have really embraced the gospel, 
how great is our misery, and how 
great is our sin! We are still under 
the sentence of cternal death; still 
dead in trespasses and sins; without 
pardon, and without holimess; hav- 
ing no title to a heavenly life, nor 
any fitness for it. How shall we 
feel, and what shali we wish, when 
we shall find that those sinful at- 
tachments, which kept us from 


An appre- | Christ, have also kept us from Hea- 


ven, and have brought us to that 
dreadful place of punishment, from 
which we shall never be released? 
Let us pray then tu Almighty 
God, to give us the knowledge of 
ourselves, and of our sins; to dis. 
cover to us what it is which keeps 
our heart from Christ; and to grant 
us power to subdue and overcome 
it. O may the heart of stone be 
taken from us. May the Lord make 
us Willing in the day of his power. 
May we have grace to come to Him. 


This is | Let us be persuaded, let us be pre- 
the point for our serious examina- ‘vailed on, to come to Him. 
tion. Are we willing to come to ibe willing, 


If we 
we need not fear being 


if rejected; "he He who laments our 


unwillingness to come, has also 
said, ‘shim that cometh unto Me { 
will in no wise cast out.”’ 

CooPER. 


So 


From the Christian Observer. 
Many persons use a gospel mi- 
nistry as the means of quieting them- 


may /selves-in a worldly course of life. 

















Abstract of a Sermon by Paley. 379 


The persons I allude to are far from 
rejecting the word of exhortation. 
On the contrary, their approval of 
it gives themselves and others, the 
Chief hope of their state. ‘They 
will admire those sermons which are 
most severe, and which are usnally 
termed searching, notwithstanding 


their conscivusness that at present | 


they fall short of the characters 
prescribed, and withhold the sacri- 
fices insisted upon. The truth is, 
they’ have a shield which returns 
every arrow. ‘They lave learnt, 
that when God converts the heart, 
the bias of the affections is changed; 
that things before delighted in’ be- 
come insipid, because new objects 
and new pleasures occupy the soul; 
hence they conclude the sacrifices 
called for will then be easily made. 
But since they feel their own unre- 
newed efforts to be painful, and also 
apprehend them to be useless, they 
are well content to omit them, and 
to wait for the feelings of power, 
which is contained in the grace 
which they have been tauglit to con- 
sider as unconditional and eflicaci- 
ous of itself£ Sach persons need to 
be told, that though God can, and 
some times does, in the beginning, 


vive the delectation of love with the | 


light of conviction, yet his more or- 
dinary method is to besiow the for- 
mer, as the reward of faithful obe- 
dience to the latter; and that if we 
will make the munificence of his so- 
vercignty the standard of our ex 
pectations, instead of submitting to 
the terms and discipline of his ce- 
venant, we shall fall under the rod 
of justice, while we are waiting to 
touch the sceptre of mercy. 

To come to Christ is the immedi- 
ate duty of every one who hears 
the gospel, whatever be his moral 
situations yet the act of coming is 
not salvation, though it be the mean- 
of obtaining it. 


be continued till we abide in Him, 
or, as St. Paul expresses it, are 
‘huilt upin Him.” Every sacrifice 
of prayer and praise must be bro’t 
to Him, as our great High Priest, by 





Qur coming must! 


whom they are presented and made 
acceptable to God. But as Kingin 
Zion, he demands sacrifices, which 
in proportion «as we remain attach- 
ed to the world, and to ourselves, 
are Ciflicult to bring; yet if we re- 
(use them, we no longer come to 
Christ, 7. e. wecannot find access 
to Him. In this state, his power 
and grace may be fitly urged to in- 
duce our compliance, but in no case 
to supersede if. It will not then do 
to be told, that since we have come 
to Him, we may conclude that we 
are safe. dle is the Saviour of all, 
who obey Him, and it ts certain 
those who know him most, as ° ey 
that will love him best, will find his 
every command easy; but we learn 
to know Him only by continuing to 
‘come to Him. «ff ye continue in 
my word, (said the Saviour himself 
to those Jews who believed on tiim) 
then ye are my disciples indeed,’? 


ee 





Abstract of a Sermon by Paley. 


1 Cor. 3,16. ‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, aud that the Spirit ot God dwelleth in you.” 











| It is undoubtedly a difficulty in 
‘the doctrine of Spiritual influence, 
‘that we do not so perceive the ac- 
‘tion of the Spirit, as to distinguish 
lit from the suggestions of our own 
tminds. And this is made a ground 
of objection to the doctrine itself, 
Now, I think the objection proceeds 
upon an erroneous principle, name- 
ly our expecting more than ss pro- 
mised, ‘he agency and influence 
of the Divine Spirit are spoken of 
in Scripture, and are promised, but 
itis no Where promised that its ope- 
-ations Shall be distinguishable at 
he time from the impilses, dictates 
and thoughts, of our own minds. 
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Ejaculatory Prayer. 


The order in which ideas and mo-| follow, and do actually follow these 


tives rise up in our minds is utterly 
unknown to us, consequently it will 
be unknown when that order is dis- 
turbed, or altered, or affected; there- 
fore it may be altered, it may be 
alfected by the interposition of a 
foreign influence, and yet that inter- 
position not be perceived. 

But if we do not know the influ- 
ence of the Spirit by a distinguish- 
ing perception at the time, by what 
means do we know any thing of it 
at all? I answer, by its effects, and 
by those alone. With regard to the 
cause, “thou canst not tell whence 
it cometh, nor whither it goeth ” 
if the change have taken place; if 
the improvement be produced and 
be proceeding; if our religious af-' 
fairs go on well, then we may trust 
that the enabling, assisting Spirit | 
of God is with us. And as the 
operations of the Spirit are indeti-| 





. , | 
nite, so far as we know, in respect, 
of times, so are they likewise in) 
They may act by | 
es “oe tea 
adding force and efficacy to instruc. | 


respect of mode. 


tion, advice or admonition. 


suggestions. How are we to obtain 
tiis Spiritual! assistance? 

ist. We are to pray for it. It is 
by prayer it 1s to be sought, and 
obtained. It must be remembered 
also, that the foundation of prayer 
is a sense of want. Know then and 
feel the weakness of your nature, 
Know the infinite importance of 
holding on nevertheless in a Course 
of virtue, 

2d. We must listen and yield our- 
selves to his suggestions, atiend 
universally to the admonitions withe 
inus. It is through the whisper- 
ines of conscience that the Spirit 
speaks, 

3d. We must be humble. Pride 
is tie adversary of religion; lowli- 
ness and humility the tempers tor it. 

eWork out your own salvation, 
with fear and trenblmg.’? And 
why? «For it is God that worketh 
in us to will and te do, according to 
his good pleasure.” He is not su- 
perseding our endeavours; but still 
nothing is done without Him. All 


A pas- | boasting. all vanity, all self-sufici- 


sage of scripture sometimes strikes |eucy, all despising of others, are 


the heart with wonderful power, ad-|to be excluded, 
. | . ° 
heres, as it were, and cleaves to the | deliverance from our 


memory, till it has wrought its 
work. An impressive sermon is 
often known to sink very deep. 


doctrine causes men to place reli 
gion in feelings and sensations, and 
to make them content with such 
feclings without coming to active 
duties and real usefulness. This 
however arises from some persons 
holding this doctrine defectively 
They do not attend to one main 
point of the doctrine, that is, the 
promise is not to those who have 
the Spirit. but to those who are led 
by the Spirit; not to those who are 
favoured with its suggestions, but 


to those who give themselves up to 





Let us then fiy for 
sins, to the 
aid and influence and power of 
Gow’s Spirit, to seck tor divine teip 


cud succour, asa sinking iuariner 
it has been objected, that this 


calis out for help. 


Ejaculatory Prayer. 
Kjaculatory prayer, says Cookes 
is only a short breathing of the soul 
to God, and does not require the so- 





lemnity of set prayers. [trequires 


more of the heart than of the heads 
and is called ejaculatory, because it 
is suddenly darted up to God, as 
occasion may require, testifying the 
great and ardent desire of a soul, 





seeking and thirsting after the foun- 
;tain of all perfection, goodness and 











Fjaculatory 


holiness. It is a kind of devotion 
very short and easy. It demand: 
no fluency of speech, or readiness 
of expression; for it may be heare 
and understood of God, even with 
out our speaking at all. The desire 
may be real in the heart, and th: 
prayer effectual in his sight, thoug!, 
it be not uttered with the lips. 

It will nevertheiess be profitable 
to provide ourselves with as much 
matter and as many words to the 
purpose, as our leisure and abilities 
will suffer us to collect. And as no 
words can be so acceptable to God, 


and SO proper to express the humi-! 


litv of bis children, as those of his 


own teachings with this view even! 
the com. on people in the first and 


purest .ges of the Church. fully sen 
sible of the great duty of praying 
every wheres * arnt the whole book 
of Psalms by heart, that treasure- 
house of prayer and praise, that up- 
on every occasion they tight exer- 
cise themseives therein, and wend 
somewhat to offer up to Heaven, o 

all the affairs of human life. The 
liturgy also well supply us With short 


ejaculations, and with the language, 


ot pre ver, 


devotion is the wolden chata of 


unoeon between heaven and earth. He 
that hath never kept open this 
communication betweon God and his 


Prayer. 581 


‘onpter, what a despite to the spi- 
ot of grace. to neglect entirely, or 
‘ong to discontinue, this most bene- 
ficial practice of prayer and habitnu- 
al adoration! 

And be not disconraged if your 
prayers are not answered as soon 
as you could wish. Though God 
imay seem to slumber for awhile, el- 
ther to prove your faith or punish 
your past neglect and disobedience, 
‘his mercy will surely awake at the 
Hast. And if your ability is but 
smali on some occasions; if your 
iprayers are neither so rich nor abun- 
dant in their matter, nor so warm 
‘and devout in their manner, as you 
'could desire, only endeavour to reach 
‘some farther degrees of perfection, 
“and the divine mercy will not be se- 
vere, in remarking your present de- 
_feets. You have to do with a mas. 
| 
| 





ter, Who is kind and compassionate; 
who once said to his Faulty disciples, 
in the way of indulgent extenuation, 
©The - itis willing, but the flesh 
iis weak.” 

Men ought always to pray and 
not to faint2? In every trouble, 
arm yourself with this sovereign re- 
medy. Put less confidence in the 
arm offiesh, and more inthe strength 
of God. The Lord is good, astrone 
‘hold in the day of trouble; and he 
‘knoweth them that trust in) Him, 





soui, can never conceive, and he that) Let us come boldiy unto the throne 


has can never forget, the comfort, 


that arises trem it. Ejyaculatory 
prayeris the key of admittance to the 
King of Kings, and Lordof Lords, 
Ws is certainly the noblest employ- 

nout, and will be the richest im- 
the ace of our thoughts, to send 
them i-such short embassies to the 


of grace, that We may obtain mer- 


cy, and find grace to helpin time of 


need, Without prayer, we can do 
nothing in the spiritual warfare; we 
can do nothing of ourselves fo help 


ourselves; our help is in the name of 


the Lord. ‘There is no temptation 
so strong, but may be overcome by 





God of Lkeaven and earth; and tojinstant prayer. Flee then to God, 
and he will help thee; flee to his pro- 
tection, for he will defend thee, for 
he is thy God and thy salvation. 

O Christian! if you would learn 
'to have your conversation in Hea- 


bring down, by such occasional sal-| 


lies of faith, a fresh supply from the 
fountain of all good. What a loss 
then must it be to our spiritual inte. | 
rests, what an encouragement to the! 
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382 From Jon 


ven; if you would get a foretaste of 
the joys to come; if you would make 
religion your business and delight; 
if you would conquer the lusts of 
the flesh; if you would drive away 
vain and evil thoughts; if you would 
arrive at asoond mind; and that 
inward spiritual worship of God, 
without which none can please Him; 





es’s Writings. 


kindness is inscribed on our heari¢ 
and lips. If we be thus prepared, 
we shall seldom enter into society 
without obtaining or imparting be- 
nefits. He who indulged and con- 
secrated human friendship, can still 
join two disciples in their walk, or 
grace the social circle with his pre- 
sence; transmuting thereby the col- 





if you would learn toconquer temp- 


loquial entertainment into an intel- 


tations; ifyou would have your soul lectual, or rather spiritual banquet 


become strong in the ways of God, 


this is the way—even this p ‘aying | 
Uhis is the best! | are not per haps to be often expected 


without ceasing, 
antidote against sin, the best medi- | 


cine to curve all spiritual diseases. 


am we 


Of improving the ordinary inlercou rse | 
af Life. 


The laws ot christianity, Whilst | 
they enforce the exercise of that! 


charity which «‘hopeth all things,’ | 


at the same time require, that those 
who profess to be 
precepts, ‘be not coniormed to the 
world, but be transiormed by the 


renewing of the mind.??  W hist 


soverned by its | 


| 
! 
i 


lof the highest relish, 


These favoured seasons, however, 


in our ordinary intercourse; but to 
the right management of friendly 
visits in general, it appears requi- 
site that our society (so far as it is 
in our power,) be well chosen, our 
‘hearts imbued, with right principles, 
four minds well informed, our con- 
versation usefully directed, and our 
tongues and tempers wel disciplined, 
Christian Observer. 
From Jones’s Writings. 
When the Apostie is entering 
jupon the more mysterious parts of 





also they not only pernut but enjoin) iis Episle to the Hebrews, he up- 


the interchange of ¢ ourtesy, they! 
pre escrive limits beyond which * 1s 
unsafe to venture, and impose 
straints which it is equally our uty | 
and int 
commanded to aap from all ap- | 
pearance of evil.? Phe friendship | 
of the world’? is declared to be ‘ON 
mify with God,” and against «fel. 
lowship with the unlraithal wanlec 
of darkness,” we are expressly) 
warned, 

To lay down specific rules in a) 
ease Where circumstances, as the 


eccur in endless variety. must ina’ 


ereat measure regulate the conduct, 
would be impracticable. 
same mind ve in us, which was in 
Clirist Jesus, (the same sentiments, 
taste and feeling) we shall aim al- 
ways to open our mouths with wis- 
dum, while the law of love and’ 


rest to observe. We are | 


Batif the): 


braids them with their unskilfulness 
jin the word of God, They con- 
‘tented themselves wilh the first ele- 
avents of Christian tasteuction, aud 
neglected the mysteries of the scrip- 

tures; living. as children do upon 
milk, with little appetite and strength 
ito admit more solid nourishment, 

| Some think they are learned enough, 
jif they never get beyoud their caie- 

‘chismas some never gctso far. And it 
is common to plead m excuse, tuat lit- 
tle as their knowledge is, they know 


y “more good than they do, and have 


already more knowledge than they 
ipractice; not considering that the 
sevipture abounds with many great 
and exceilent mysteries, which have 
‘nothing practical in them, but so far 
ionly as they elevate the mind, and 
iby bringing our affections nearer to 
‘God, dispose us to do his will, with 











by 





Gn National Reforination. 383 


more love and cheerfulness, and con- 
sequentiy to do more of it, and to 
better effect. 

The christian must be progres- 
sive; he must go on from the begin- 





adversaries, If he who despised 
Moses’ law, died without mercy, of 
how much sorer punishment shall 
they be thought worthy, who do 
this despite to the spirit of grace, 


ning of knowledge to the perfection) by neglecting the great atonement 


of it. He ought. to know more of 
God every day. otherwise he may 
think of him Tess, till he totally for- 
gets him, and then he is in danger 


that was made by Christ himself 
for the sins of the world? It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the bands 
of the living God, and be made an 





of falling into that state, out of) 


ex ample of divine vengeance; and 


which men cannot be renewed unto what else can they expect, who re- 


repentance, When the gospel which — 


aman has received, has not power) 
to lead him forward, there is no 


new gospel to awaken him: when the: 


ty accept of the sacrifice of 
Christ. by which alone the fiery in- 


 dianasion of God can be turned 
away from their own persons? No 


snost powerful medicine God ever; words are sufficient to express their 
made hath Jost its effect, what other) danger; O that they could sce it 


can we apply: 


continues with it. and the grace of: 
God brings it on fo farther miprove- 
ment: but if it is out of cutiure, 
thorns and briars ect 

if, and its end is to be berved, 
When respite aud briars shail be 
plante d in Paradise, ther such care- 
less ieedians may expect to be ad- | 
mitted into Heaven. ‘Phe dens J) 
fear, in the worst of times, were | 
more zealousin attending their public 
services and sacrifices, than some of 
those who cali themselves christians, 
What would St. Pauli have said 
te had lived to these times, when 


" ae ' f 
nassesstan of 


themselves, 
So long as the soul is ina grow-) 
ing state, the blessing of Tleaven| 


and would consider of 
if, and not trust to such frivolous 
excuses, as Will stand them in no 
sfead in the day of visitation! 


—_ 


Gn Netional Refor mation. 


If is in vain to hope for a nation- 


al reformation, unless private per- 
Sons, who are under no direction 


but their own, can be persuaded to 
take diligent heed to their own 
ways; and unless parents and mas- 


ters will make a conscience of doing 
their part towards if, by exerting 


the authority which God has given 
them over thetr children and = ser- 


‘vantss remembering that they are 
perhaps not one half of the people, 
are atthe public prayers, not one)si: " 
quarter of them af the sacrament? for conn ived 

. 


potonty answerable to od for the 
erularitics Coamitted, 
at within their own 


’ 
iS and it 


This truth Imust suppose them to} walls. but are also answerable to 
kuow; that if their Saviour is al their country for the share they 


Pred, they 
sacrifice he offers for their salva-_ 
tion. But there is another dreadful | 
truth, which they do not think of; 
that of those who do not partake of | 


must partake of the it 


ake in bringing Gown the judg- 
ments of God upan it. 

Nutions are made up, first ef ine 
\dividu: als, next of families, and last- 
ily of ‘bodies and communities; and 


this sacrifice for sin, there remain-| when there is a hearty concurrence 


eth no other; but a certain fearful! 


‘of all these in the great work of re- 


looking for of judgment and fiery formation, then, and not till then, 


indignation, Which shail devour their lit 


is truly national; and is the only 
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effectual means of averting the; tion of the Lord’s day. There is 
judgments of God, and securing his} no difficulty in all ibs, if parents 
protection in time of danger, and} and masters have a feart to the 
engaging his aid and assistance for! work, and are regular in their own 
tle safety and preservation of the! lives, and will consider withal. 


whole, “How creat service they may bedaily 
’ ° ? , » : ‘ ‘ omer , 99 
'Vowards this great end, let every | G9'ng to God and tucir countcy. 


+ . . ji . 13 are "sta et | ’ opwurss words 
individual resolve to do his part;) #0W great they wil be rewarded 


and to answer for one, by keeping f the next Hie, for conscientious 
himself clear from the vices of the | discharge of Uns dut . and show 
ace, and by a religious attendan e| severely punished for the neglect 
upon the holy ordinances, public} of it.” 

and private, which God has appoint-| ee 


ed, as a necessary guard to his 1 | De. Veanr~— Wore we to charac 
nocence, against the man fold temp. | ch > _— ! ac 


; ; : a "lterize him from his w rifines, ow 
taiians. to the violation of it, which re 7 


re so frequently met with jshould say. behold a ian trampling 
sini | : ithe world under his feet, Stripping 


The next advance towards a na-! it of its pageantry—ex posing ali ifs 
tional reformation must be in fami-| delusions, and proving se te be, 
lies. Parents and mas’ers have ree! o hat it really is, a mere worthless 
ceived pewer from God, to Girect thing! Surely this man is a partaker 
and govern all those who are under! of that faith, which can alone a- 
their care and inspection. “Phis chieve such a vietory. Againg when 
power is a talent: put into theit! unfolding the grand scheme of re. 
hands by God, for the neglect Of) demption, how touchingly dees he 
abuse of which they stand accounta- | handle its high and holy mysteries, 
ble to Him, from whom they receiv Gilating upon them, as one who had 
ed it. Those who are under their felt ail their humbiing and sanctify- 
care, are also under their eye; so ine energy! But how melancholy is 
that they cannot be ignorant of their) the contrast which we are compelled 
behaviour, without a shameful de ‘to witness, in the fife! He, who 
gree of thoughtlessness, or rather’ could so well grasp the subject. of 
stupidity. and an utter unconcern- | region ip his mind, and speak so 
edness for religion. feelingly upon it, still lived the slave 

The duty of parents, with regard Of the world. What a pertinent 
to their children, and the duty of} © minent on the fact, that divine 
masiers with recard to their ser-| truth may not only enlighten the 
vauts, are to restrain them from vice mind, but even stimulate the affec- 
of all kinds, and to watch the first | tons, of one whose life exhibits no 
beginnings of it, and tendencies to genuine marks of a real conversion 
it; to admonish and reprove, ana} el the heart to God. 
punish, if it be necessary, to i- mente 
struct them in their duty, and lead! 
ar, ’ lad . | Tocommune with our own hearts, andto 
them to the perfor inance of it, by “| make diligent search into our principles and 
rood example, wiich is the most| motives, isa habit which is with difhenity 
forcible kind of instruction; and to} cultivated, even by the advanced christian, 
oblige them to a cue attendance om and therefore we cannot expect that it will 


, é‘ pe | iy us exercise, among those 
ot. enn ‘ eilllins sins e ‘ound in vigoro % 
the worship of God, both public ee od pace only crossed, as it were, the 


private, and toa regular obsersa-! threshold of the christian temple. 
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